176                              THE MEMOIRS OF
There were great • factions for choosing knights of the shire. The competitors were the Lord Clifford, Lord Fairfax, and Sir John Kaye. The two first had been for the county in the former Parliament. I inclined to the first and last.
July 30. I went from York to Aldborough. I called the burghers together. It cost me 20/. to entertain them, and they gave me hopes to choose me, saying it was a just return for being the author of this popular way of electing.
August 7. The Master of the Cutlers of Hallamshire came and invited me to their feast. They promised me faithfully at the same time to give their votes for knights of the shire as I should direct them ; but abused ine in it, which I afterwards justly resented.
August 8. I received commissions for myself and the officers of my militia troop.
August 13. I met the deputy-lieutenants at Don-caster, to settle the militia of those parts.
August 20. I went to Aldborough, the writ being arrived and the day of election being appointed by the Sheriff for the 25th of August, where I found that several of my^pretended friends had receded from their promises. Indeed, in most of these little boroughs, which consisted of mean and mercenary people, one had no man sure longer than you were with him ; and he that made Mm drunk or obliged him last was his first friend. However, of 66 electors or voters for members of Parliament, there continued 37 firm to me; but the precept being got into Sir Godfrey Copley's and Sir Bryan Stapleton's possession, who joined together against me, I found the return would be made in favour of them, and they would be the sitting members. I therefore contented myself with putting a public affront upon Sir Godfrey Copley, who had done unhandsomely with me in the management of this matter (which he put up with very patiently), and